[image: image1.jpg]



PRESS INFORMATION
SO LONG AS IT IS BLACK (SLAIIB)
www.solongasitisblack.com, a website about black things, black design and black fashion. No color conveys so many different values as Black does. Black is dirty and black is elegant. Black is death and black is sex. Black it the hidden and the exclusive. It is black humor and black music. Black is the life saving Black Box of an airplane and Coco Chanel’s “Little Black”.

“It is black’s ambiguous character that makes the color so fascinating. It is what captures the fantasy of designers, writers, painters and film makers and which is the reason for creating solongasitisblack.com” Says Creative Director Joen Weidemann.

The title of the website is inspired by Henry Ford, the founder of the Ford Motor Company and inventor of many modern production principles like the assembly line, who in his 1922 autobiography wrote “Any customer can have a car painted any color he wants so long as it is black”.

Black Quotes
Many people have written and spoken about black and in solongasitisblack an entire section is dedicated to words and quotes on black e.g. “I’ve been 40 discovering that the queen of all colors was black”, painter Auguste Renoir and “It’s really easy to get colors right. It’s really hard to get black right”, designer Donna Karan.
The New Black
The phrase ”[…] is the new black” is often used to describe a trend of a phenomenon’s popularity, strength or timelessness and countless things have been announced as “the new black”.
It was Diana Vreeland, who in 1962 used the phrase “Pink is the Navy Blue of India” to describe how pink was a much used color in India just as navy blue was in New York City at the time. Gloria Vanderbilt is often mistakenly attributed with having coined the phrase, but Vreeland was first.

In the late 1970’ies the phrase ”[…] is the new neutral” was often used but in the beginning of the 1980’ies the phrase had become ”[…] is the new black”. Later in the 1980’ies the phrase was used to describe how a color temporarily took black’s place in fashion and industrial design, as the color that complimented all designs and generally was undisputable good taste. Since then the phrase has been used about many other things than merely color. Now it can be products, phenomena and even people.

Solongasitisblack.com features a long list of things that have been announced “the new black”. Here you will find anything from “Eating is the new black” to “Barrack Obama is the new black”.

Black Things
Black is the industries’ preferred color when they do limited editions and black labels. The site has a section featuring the coolest black products ever produced (and some that are not). Here is everything from black toilet roll to beluga caviar. More products are appearing all the time as not only are the editors of the site on a constant lookout for black, but all users of the site can submit entries to the site.
Background Info
Solongasitisblack is the brainchild of Majbrit and Join Weidman, the founders of SORT – a leading advertising agency focused on the fashion and lifestyle industries. Solongasitisblack was created as a place to express the fascination and inspiration they find the color. Both Majbrit and Joen Weidemann have been fascinated by black for as long as they can remember and that shows. Almost their entire wardrobe is black, the interior decoration is black, the car is black even their company is called black (Sort is Danish for Black). “I love the neutral sharpness that black can add to a design. With black I can enhance the true essence of a design”, says Creative Director Joen Weidemann, “It is black’s dualism that captures. Black has a pure expression that defines and enhances and can be used across genres and styles; black is sharpness and flexibility at the same time”.
It is this fascination with black that the duo wishes to share with the world in solongasitisblack.com. They also want to create debate and to find the subtle hues of black, which is why a long list of contributors and all are invited to contribute to the site. More that half of the content on the site is contributed or suggested by the users of the site. The many contributors have added a depth and breath to the site, which makes it the source of inspiration that it is.

It is in art, literature, design and fashion that the color black truly shines and since both Majbrit and Joen Weidemann have backgrounds in design, advertising and fashion there is a natural emphasis on design and fashion on the site. Solongasitisblack is non-profit and non-political. So when Barrack Obama appears on the site it is not so much about race or politics, but about Obama as an icon and about a t-shirt design with Obama on it.

So long as it is black is an online magazine where everybody can be inspired by and contribute to a loose collection of thoughts, opinions, ethics, people, fashion and trends held together by one common denominator: Black.
So Long As It Is Black is published by SORT
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